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sperity of the vicarious dynasty there established in the per-
son of 'Abd-Allah-ebn-Kasheed. There, however, Feysul has
long laboured to sow discord among the inhabitants, and even
between the members of the royal family, by means of his
hypocritical agents, till some fitting opportunity may present
itself for armed intervention; no improbable event, if matters
go on their present course.

Meanwhile age advanced, and Feysul became stone blind,
while increasing corpulence, a rare phenomenon in Arab physi-
ology, rendered him more and more incapable of active exertion.
Timidity also, and superstition its frequent follower, grew on
him daily, till for the last three or four years he has almost
wholly resigned the direction of affairs to his son 'Abd-Allah,
dividing what time yet remains to him between the oratory
and the harem. He never appears in public, except for an
early visit every Friday morning to his father's tomb, or when
some extraordinary event induces him to show himself to
the populace for a few minutes and no more. Without the
palace walls 'Abd-Allah governs supreme, while within Mah-
boob and some negro slaves, privileged in their access to the
person of the old despot, lead him at their will. The only
other human beings freely admitted to his presence are the
bigoted Zelators, whose moral and even material influence he
is unable to withstand, nor dares reject whatever they may
impose on him, however injurious to the better interests of
the empire. Avarice, " that good old-gentlemanly vice," has
claimed over Feysul the dominion which she too often extends
over better men at a similar period of their existence, while
dissimulation and treachery have been perfected by long practice
into a second nature. In short, it may be feared that what
good was in him has almost if not totally vanished, while heart
and head, intellect and will, are alike sinking into a dotage well
befitting a tyrant of seventy.

Of Abd-Allah his eldest son the past sketch may suffice. It
is, however, worth adding that his mother (the Book of Kings
always notices the mothers of the Jewish monarchs) belongs to
the Sa'ood family. Not so the mother of the second son, named
after the first founder of the race Sa'ood, but born from a
woman of the Beuoo-Khrdid clan, and verifying a known Arab